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Friday 20th March 2020 
From Mrs May 

What a strange week it has been. COVID-19 has taken over all chat, meetings and planning, as we 

have prepared to change the way we operate. Some parents have been asking for advice on what to 

tell the children. Every child is different but https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/coronavirus-how-talk-

child.html offers sensible advice.  

 

I have posted a few links on the Longwood School and Nursery Facebook page. You might like to 

take a look to get some ideas of things to do with your children in 

the next few weeks. Please share links and ideas of your own too. 

 

As today has defaulted to be the last day of term for most of the 

children, we are having a day of treats and fun. In assembly, we 

presented a variety of swimming and gymnastics certificates to 

children who have been working really hard in these areas. We also 

announced house points for this week and for this term. 

Congratulations to Blyton and Rowling who are this week’s winners 

and to Morpurgo, who are the overall winners for this term. I asked 

the children which ribbon(s) we should put on the cup. They 

suggested all three. But then, someone said that Dahl should also 

have their ribbon on! Such kindness and sharing! 

Thank you for all the donations sent in for our local foodbank. We 

took everything down to St James’ Church this morning. They were 

very grateful and asked for us to pass their thanks on to everyone.   

  

https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/coronavirus-how-talk-child.html
https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/coronavirus-how-talk-child.html
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Later today, the school children 

will all be taking part in Easter 

Egg hunts. This activity was 

scheduled for next week, but 

we decided to bring it forward. 

Thank you to our wonderful 

Friends of Longwood for buying 

the eggs. There will be many 

happy children this afternoon. 

 

 

 

Next week, we will be open for children of key workers. Please keep an eye on your inboxes for 

details of remote learning, worksheets, etc. I hope to see everyone again very soon. In the 

meantime, keep well and keep happy. 

 

From Mr Livesey 

This is a very stressful and worrying time for all, and we are here to support you. Please can you help 

during this period of enforced ‘closure’ to keep our wonderful school and nursery open. We have 

had tricky times over the last 30 years and have always pulled through, but we really need your help 

to keep us open and providing the quality of care and education that you expect from us going 

forward.   

A number of parents have been asking our position on fees under the current circumstances. We 

need to ask you to bear with us as the situation is changing rapidly and there is still a significant lack 

of clarity from the government.  

What is clear is the following: We will continue to provide care for all children of key-workers 

(although clarity on what that means is still an issue). We will also continue to provide education for 

all of our school children. This will be achieved through a combination of virtual face-to-face 

teaching using our new virtual classrooms and offline work delivered backwards and forwards by 

email.  

For the most part, as a result, our costs base remains largely unchanged. We have some minor costs 

savings but we also have some additional costs to operate online systems. Our main cost is our most 

significant asset, our staff. They are still entitled to be paid even if they can’t work due to an 

enforced closure. Most of them will be continuing to work anyway. The only way to stop paying staff 

would be to ask them to take unpaid leave or to make them redundant. Most of our staff would be 

very hard-pressed to take unpaid leave. If they do so, they would struggle to pay their bills and  
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would not be entitled to benefits because of the voluntary nature of the reduction. If we make them 

redundant, there is a huge cost as most of our staff have been loyally working for us for many years. 

The cost would be both financial, which could leave both Longwood and its staff struggling to 

survive, but also we would run the risk of losing these staff members going forwards. When an 

employer makes staff redundant, they normally end up moving on. 

There have been a number of announcements about help that the government is offering in order to 

alleviate the impact on various types of businesses. This has been largely targeted at the retail and 

hospitality sectors, although some help may be available more generally, but does appear to be very 

limited and does not apply to us in any significant way. The availability of money from the 

government to pay statutory sick pay, for example, is limited to two weeks. That wouldn’t even 

cover us through the Easter holidays. Also, other significant costs, like our rent and business rates, 

remain outside current assistance announced, although the government is talking about further 

measures being introduced. 

For all these reasons, we hope that parents will be patient with us whilst we work through this 

difficult time. If you can continue to support Longwood by allowing us to continue to charge you as 

we have before, you would be making a significant contribution to sustaining our viability going 

forwards and we would be very grateful. Some parents may be struggling financially themselves 

however and unable to carry on paying for a service which we are temporarily unable to provide. If 

you fall into that category, please let us know and we will make what reductions we can to your bill 

taking into account the services that we are still providing. Ultimately though, if our income is 

significantly reduced, given that our costs will remain more or less unchanged, Longwood will not 

survive. 

I hope that the above is helpful in giving you a better understanding of the position, but please do 

get in touch if I have left questions unanswered. 

 

Party Bags 

It seems that party bags are beginning to creep into school. This is a 

reminder that we do not allow party bags to be distributed at school. When 

it is your child’s birthday, you may send in a cake if you wish but nothing 

more. Thank you for your understanding. 

 

 

 

Relationships and Sex Education Policy and Talk by Dr Kathy Weston 

Don’t forget to book your tickets for 10th June. See last week’s newsletter for more details. 

https://tinyurl.com/rocy9do.  

  

https://tinyurl.com/rocy9do
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Immunisation Policy and Vaccination Information 

Please remember to return the two forms attached to last week’s newsletter. Thank you. 

 

School Uniform 

After Easter, children may wear summer or winter uniform, depending on the weather. After the 

first May bank holiday (8th May), everyone must be in summer uniform. Please refer to the uniform 

policy if you are unsure. Please note that gingham dresses are no longer part of our uniform. Neither 

are striped dresses other than the Kinsdale striped dress. 

 

A Message From Beats School Uniform Supplier 

I just wanted to keep you all at Longwood updated on the situation our end with our decision to 

close our stores from the end of day on Saturday. We will remain open behind the scenes and 

already have everything in place (including the stock) to be able to kit everyone out for the summer 

and new starters for September. [Additional message from Mrs May – I believe that the online 

ordering service is still in operation and telephone orders are still possible, with free delivery to 

home addresses.] 

 

Online PE Lessons 

https://www.instagram.com/p/B96cmfkn591/?igshid=1lmr169fzkens 

One of our lovely parents sent this link to me. It looks great. Put on your gear and get moving! It’s 

really important that the children stay fit and healthy over the coming weeks. Parents may not 

realise how much chidren move around at school – in the classroom, on the playground and during 

their PE lessons. 

 

Congratulations 

Kyle (KS1) has been writing a daily diary about his blueberry plant. I am so impressed. Every day, he 

has taken a photo and written up how it is changing. On days where he hasn’t seen any change, he 

has written an interesting fact or two about blueberry plants. I felt sad when I read the last entry… 

“15th March, The leaves on my plant are getting bigger. Unfortunately, there are no blueberries and 

it is time to take my diary to school.” Kyle put a great deal of effort into his writing and has a diary of 

which he should be very proud!  

https://www.instagram.com/p/B96cmfkn591/?igshid=1lmr169fzkens
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News from Nursery 

Cherry children have been practising their fine motor skills and have begun to use magnetic pens to 
trace the balls around the numbers. The practitioners have also worked with the children's counting 
skills as they looked at the numbers, helping the children to associate numbers with counting 
objects. 

 

This week in Little Willow, we have started our new interest of ‘food’. The children were given 

apples and oranges. They used their fine motor skills to form palmar grasps and hold the fruit. They 

used their fingertips to explore the fruit and move it around in water. The children seemed to really 

enjoy this activity and some were able to identify the fruits and say “apple”.  
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During our cooking time, Oak children used their new aprons 

lovingly made by Mrs Beverly Akpan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted. 
 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Wednesday 29th 
April 

7.15pm at school FoL meeting Everyone welcome to come 
along, give ideas and help to 
improve Longwood. 

Friday 15th May All day FoL “Break The 
Rules” Day 

A fun fundraiser – details to 
follow soon. 

Thursday 21st 
May 

2pm in the school hall KS2 Performance All KS2 parents and friends 
invited to watch. 

Wednesday 10th 
June 

7-9pm in the school 
hall 

Dr Kathy Weston talk 
– “Love Matters: A 
Parent’s Guide To 
Talking To Primary 
Age Children About 
Bodies, Babies and 
Relationships” 

All parents encouraged to 
attend – sorry, but this is 
unsuitable for babies and 
small children. (Details were 
in 28/2 newsletter.) 

Tuesday 16th – 
Friday 19th June 

All day UKS2 trip to France  

Thursday 18th 
June 

All day FS and KS1 trip to 
Kew Gardens 

Details to follow. 

Wednesday 24th 
June 

All day LKS2 to Phasels 
Wood 

Details to follow. 

Tuesday 30th June 9.15-10.00 Swimming gala All LKS2 and UKS2 children 
will take part. Parents 
welcome to watch. 
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Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Thursday 2nd July 11-12pm Preschool sports day This will take place on the 
field behind Bushey Grove 
Leisure Centre. Parents 
welcome. 

Thursday 2nd July 12-12.45pm  School picnic Everyone to bring a packed 
lunch.  

Thursday 2nd July 12.45-3.30pm Main school sports 
day 

This will take place on the 
field behind Bushey Grove 
Leisure Centre. Parents 
welcome. Prize-giving in the 
school playground at the 
end of the afternoon. 

Saturday 4th July Late morning/ early 
afternoon – to be 
confirmed – at 
Longwood 

Longwood fete Please keep the date free. 
Details to follow. 

Thursday 9th July 6-8pm in the hall Year 6 Leavers’ 
Celebration 

All LKS2 and UKS2 children 
expected to attend with 
their parents. Choir will 
perform at 7pm. 


